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FbRimR MUSEUM OF NEW MEXICO DIRECTOR
·-ACCEP TS INTERIM TERM AS LEADER
The Museum of New Mexico Board of Regents has selected George Ewing to serve
as interim director of the museum while a search committee finds a new permanent
director. Jean Weber, director since 1981, announced her resignation, effective
January 4.
Ewing is a former director of the
size, and that its collections make it one
Museum of New Mexico system, and
of the most important museums in the
was appointed by Governor Bruce King
United States.
to head the newly-founded Office of
The Museum of New Mexico system
Cultural Affairs in 1979. He is an anincludes the Palace of the Governors,
thropologist, who came to the museum
Museum of Fine Arts, Laboratory of
in 1969 to direct the Laboratory of AnAnthropology and Museum of Internathropology. Ewing has taught at
tional Folk Art, as well as the state
Sacramento State University and the
monuments; Coronado, Fort Selden,
University of California, and has done
Fort Sumner, Jemez and Lincoln. As a
extensive field work in archaeology.
part of the state government, the
He is a member of the American
museum is overseen by the Office of
Association of Museum's "Commission
Cultural Affairs.
on Museums for a New Century." The
Cultural Affairs Officer Jill Z.
commission turned a three-year study
Cooper approved Ewing's assignment,
into a recently released 144-page report
saying "I'm delighted George has acon the status, strengths, needs, priorities
cepted this temporary appointment. His
and possibilities of America's museums.
past experience with the museum sysEwing says that the Museum of New
tem will be invaluable during this transition period."
Mexico is in the top 10 percent of
museums nationwide as far as budget
D
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LAS CRUCES IS THE SITE,
APRIL 18..21 THE DATES
OF SOCIETY'S ANNUAL
CONFERENCE MEETING
Holiday Inn de Las Cruces is Headquarters Hotel
The Society'S 1985 annual conference will be held April 18-21 in Las Cruces. Plan to
attend.
Sessions for the delivery of papers are scheduled for Friday and Saturday, April 19
and 20. Eighteen sessions are planned covering a wide variety of topics. Papers related
to Hispanic Influences, Native Americans, Santa Fe, Military and Border Issues,
Historic Preservation, New: Mexico Personalities, Irrigation and Water, Rural
History, Frontier Experiences, Women in the Region, Applied History, Photographs,
Textiles, Tourism, History in Education, and the Atrisco Community are on the program . Some presentations will be illustrated with slides.
Other fun activities also are being planned. One evening will be devoted to the
Society's annual awards banquet, and a tour of Fort Selden is set for Sunday.
The Holiday Inn de Las Cruces, the headquarters hotel, has set aside a block of
rooms at a special rate for conference attendees. The conference program is on the
presses; it will be mailed to all members shortly, along with the registration informa~a
D
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WOMEN'S WORLD: A Patchwork in Time and Space
A new exhibit opens in Los Alamos
"Women's World: A Patchwork in Time and Space," an exhibit about the roles
women played in the settlement of Oklahoma, will be on display at the Los Alamos
Historical Museum from March 5 to April 2. A touring exhibit of Mid-America Arts
Alliance, "Women's World" is a collection of photographs that provide diverse images of the strength, optimism, and sense of adventure of the women who
domesticated the Great Plains.
during working hours for more inforSince Oklahoma was one of the last
mation.
parts of the United States to be opened
"Women's World" is a touring exhibit
for settlement (1899), the staff of the
of Mid-America Arts Alliance, a regionMuseum of the Great Plains in Lawton,
al partnership of the five state arts agenOklahoma - who researched and ascies of Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri,
sembled this exhibit - were able to find
Nebraska and Oklahoma; individuals
many early settler still alive and eager to
and corporations in mid-America; and
talk about those pioneering days.
the National Endowment for the Arts.
Oklahoma's frontier status at the turn
The exhibit was produced by the
of the century provided new opporMuseum of the Great Plains (Lawton,
tunities for women, as well as men.
Many came by themselves or, after beOK), with grants from the Oklahoma
ing widowed, stayed on to run their
Humanities Committee and the Naown businesses and farms. One woman
tional Endowment for the Humanities.
drove cows all the way from Norman to
D
Lawton to start her dairy. Some came as
EL PALACIO RECOUNTS
teachers or as missionaries to 0 klahorna's many Indian tribes.
SOCIETY GIFf
Even the women who played the
Required reading for members.
more traditional role of wives and
If you have not seen, and read, the Fallmothers found that life in Oklahoma reWinter, 1984 issue of El Palacio, seek it
quired them to be equal partners with
out. The History Bureau of the
their husbands. Making a tent or a sod
Museum of New Mexico, under the
house into a home presented major
direction of the Bureau's chief, Tom
challenges, especially when a cloudburst
Chavez, have put together a fine article
might lead to the collapse of the roof or
detailing what they suggest may well
the whole structure. And farming in the
"be the most important single donation
of diverse prehistoric and historic obdry Oklahoma plains required as much
toil and stamina from the women as
jects to a museum in the Southwest."
from the men.
The article reminds us of the auspi"Women's World," however, shows
cious day in June, 1977 when the Histhat pioneer life was not all discomfort
torical Society of New Mexico gave its
and hard work. Many photographs in
vast collection of "diverse objects" to the
the exhibit show the leisure side of
Museum. In addition, it gave to the
women's lives - the dances, picnics,
New Mexico State Records Center and
visits with family and friends. OklahoArchives the material from its collecma women had the energy to get through
tions that was then housed therein. The
with their chores and still find time to
History Staff estimate that "with the
dress up, to share a joke with a friend
flourish of a pen" Society President
and to dance the night through before
Loraine Lavender gave to the Museum a
returning to a full day's labor in the
collection that is "generally thought to
fields.
be somewhere between 20,000 and
The Los Alamos Historical Museum
25,000 items."
is open"free of charge Monday through
The Museum staff have applied for a
Saturday from 10 to 4 and Sunday 1 to
grant in order to be able to do an actual
inventory of the collection.
]. P. C.
4. Please phone 662-6272 or 662-4493
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The Charles Travis Turney surveying party at lunch on the southwest part of the Jornada Range
Reserve, 17 October 1912.
The cook, Brock, is standing over his cooking pots set on hot coals that have been arranged in a
shallow pit dug into the desert sand. The large dutch oven on the far left contains the biscuits. A coffee
pot is at Brock's feet; one battered frying pan for the steaks and a large pot for gravy completes the cooking scene.
On the chuck wagon is a butcher knife opened can of tomatos, and other luncheon staples, including
canned milk and sugar for the boiled coffee. On the bed of the wagon sits the water barrel; it is not hung
on the side as is usually pictured by modern artists in their paintings. The party's bed rolls can be seen
piled up to the rear of the chuck wagon. Gone from the Jornado in 1985 is the heavy desert vegetation
that can be seen in this 1912 photograph.
The surveyor in the party is George Lynch; Charles Turney is seated at the far right. Turney moved to
southern New Mexico from Sonora, Texas in 1900, where land for ranching had become too high priced;
it was selling for 2511: per acre!
The above information and the use of the photograph for the 1985 poster are courtesy of William F.
Turney, son of Charles and prominent Santa Fe consulting engineer.
The 17V2" x 12114" poster is available from the Society'S Santa Fe address, and at various retail outlets.
It will also be available at the Las Cruces conference.
]. P. C.
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LAS VEGAS HAPPENINGS
series of Walking Tours. A Walking
Tour of the Douglas/Sixth Street and
Railroad Avenue Historic Districts
contains a brief historic overview and
information and drawings of fourteen
buildings . The Tour is available at the
Chamber of Commerce and the CCHP
office.
The Union Block built in 1881.

The Citizens Committee for Historic
Preservation is publishing, with the
help of the State Historic Preservation
Division, a quarterly newsletter: Preservation Bulletin, Information on preservation in Las Vegas, New Mexico. If
you would like to be one our mailing
list send your name and address to:
CCHP
P.O. Box 707
Las Vegas, New Mexico 87701
With the help of the Las Vegas-San
Miguel Chamber of Commerce, the
Citizens' Committee for Historic Preservation has printed the second in our

Survey III, Architecture and Preservation in Las Vegas III, Wilson-CCHP, is
available at the office of the Citizens'
Committee for Historic Preservation.
Survey III contains information from
the nominations to the State and National Register of 68 individual
buildings and the expanded Lincoln
Park District. Also contained is an informative chapter, the Folk Adobe
House of West Las Vegas.
For further information:
Anita Vernon
CCHP
P.O. Box 707
Las Vegas, New Mexico 87701
(505) 454-1401, Ext. 77
D

MINNESOTA
ADOBE
by Carl D. Sheppard,

Historian
and La Croniea Roving Reporter
New Mexico and Minnesota or rather
Santa Fe-Taos and Minneapolis-Wayzata
aren't so- far apart except in the extremes . The weather is about the same
although it goes 10 below 0 0 Fahrenheit
occasionally and 110 0 above for awhile
in Minnesota. But there is no technological reason why adobe architecture
couldn't be at home in both places.
After all, the little house on the prairie
was built of sod, which isn't too different from mud brick.
At any rate, there exists at 5308
Russell Avenue South, Minneapolis a
Pueblo style dwelling and a grammar
school at Wayzata, a whole pueblo
itself. Each is painted snow white rather
than adobe brown but this is the main
difference between buildings erected in
1921 in the Pueblo style in New Mexico
and Minnesota. The Minnesota examples have been very well maintained
and appear almost pristine. The school
has put heating pipes and electric conduits and EXIT signs in the corridors
and has changed its window frames, but
otherwise adheres to the original chaste
aesthetic of its architect. The house is in
superb condition, still overlooking the
thirty-foot embankment of Minnehaha
Creek.
Two years ago the August 1977 issue
of La Cronica de Nuevo Mexico was
given to me as a resident, at that time,
of Minnesota. The 1977 issue carried a
full page story of "Cliff Dwellers Adobe
House on Bank of Minnehaha Creek
Built by Minneapolis Man who Never
Saw One," based in turn on an article
from the M inneapolis Journal of September 16, 1923, uncovered recently in
the Boyd Collection, State Records
Center and Archives. The anomaly of
an adobe building in the land of
Hiawatha intrigued me and has continued to do so with the results appearing below.
Widsten School is located on a lovely
plateau overlooking the downtown
shopping street of the village of
Wayzata and bays of Lake Minnetonka.
The Wayzata School, as it was originally named, was dedicated on October 7,
1921. It was the only school building in
the Wayzata School District. When a
high school was built on a nearby location, the first building remained a grammar school and was named after the
then principal, who died that year,
1953. The old school on the site had
burned in 1920. The School Board used
the insurance money and made a contract for a new building with the firm of
Hewitt and Brown for $350,000. The
firm held a contract to design buildings
for the Minneapolis School District but
it never had produced a structure
remotely like the one it was to produce
for Wayzata.
The Widsten School dominates its
site from the main approach from the
north. It sits on a strongly contoured
rise of two terraces. Pictures of the
building in the twenties show that the
street in front of it was already depressed , making a slope upwards towards the facade. The architects used a
strictly formal symmetry for the design
of each of the four sides of the block.
The interior, where a court or patio
could have been located, is devoted to
the spacious gymnasium, which rises
above the surrounding one story corridors and classrooms to give the effect
of a second story from the exterior. The
gym is lit with what are essentially
clerestory windows.
The corridors around the central area
are given a "D" shape and end at the
facade, This arrangement gives two
equal entrances, placed to the left and
2

the right of the building. This conflicts
gently with the strong symmetry of the
facade and is reinforced by the layout of
the sidewalks. From the street level
there is a broad staircase which leads to
a bifurcation and to paths across the
front. In other words, there is no main
entrance to the building; there are doorways at either side instead. The effect
caused by the double entrances to the
facade and by the elevation of the gymnasium roof line above that of the surrounding offices and classrooms is that
of an interplay of cubic blocks.
All the planes and lines of the buildings are softened by slight curving or by
surface irregularity. To a trained eye,
this "peculiarity" is quite obvious. On
the other hand, equally obvious is the
fact that there is no extraneous or applied surface decoration on the structure. Because it follows rigorously
Pueblo Revival stylistic tenets, the building was extraordinarily contemporary
in terms of Bauhaus aesthetics, which
were to become enshrined as the "International Style" and express modernism
until after World War II. The coincidence of Pueblo and International Styles
in the Wayzata School probably accounts for the survival of the building in
such excellent repair into the 1980's and
certainly beyond. The only major
change, an addition to the building in
1939 by the firm of Haxby and Bissel, is
so discretely in the same style and so
fortunately placed to one side that it in
no way distracts from the original design. The change of the window mullions from wood cross-pieces to clear
sheets of glass in 1973 is unfortunate
but not serious in its degree of interference with the original intentions of
the architects and the new roof of 1982
makes no difference at all.
The interior spaces are all amply proportioned with high ceilings. The detailing is utilitarian except for all doorways
which receive careful manipulation of
framing to give the effect of adobe surfaces. The classrooms are spare without
embellishment. This is not true of what
was once a Community Room, at the
northwest corner of the school. It was
provided in the beginning with its own

Ceiling detail- gym. The sprinkler system is a later
addition.

explained. His pamnng in the Community Room certainly indicates a love
of the architecture of the Southwest and
most probably a firsthand knowledge of
the area. The Pueblo Revival was only
about ten or so years old when the firm
designed the midwest structure. The detailing is so "authentic" that he must
have been in Colorado or New Mexico
and further must have discussed the
qualities of the style with architects
working in that mode . Once understanding, Hewitt, who already had the
ability to work in Classical, Renaissance, Gothic and Art Deco manners
would and did have no difficulty in
clothing the Wayzata School with the
functional romanticism of the Southwest . Perhaps, as we get further away
from the eclectic period of Between-theWars, we will be able to abstract and see
the characteristics that belong to all the
buildings of that time and which we
now differentiate superficially by niggardly names.

entrance, within the indented porch of
the west entry. It is now blocked up.
The room is used for instruction in
music and was in no way changed from
its first appearance for this function.
The external viga ends, which occur all
around the outside walls, are here carried into the interior as ceiling beams,
resting on brackets. Neither the beams
nor their corbels are solid but are well
enough done to encourage this impression . All the wood surfaces of this
room, as well as throughout the building, have a deep mahogany finish . At
the west end of the Community Room is
a handsome fireplace that takes up the
middle half of the wall. It is a perfect
rendition of a Pueblo Revival -fireplace
and would not he out of place in a hall
of the Museum of Fine Arts, Santa Fe. It
does have, however, a thin, narrow
board as a mantle. Over this, framed in
wood surrounded softly by a double
plaster frame with very slight undulations , is an oil painting of the Pueblo of
Taos, signed in 1921 by Edwin Hewitt,
the designer-architect.

The house on Russell Avenue was just
as successful in its design as the public
school in the suburbs. Its owner, J .E .
Lawton, and its present owner, W .J.
Quirk, have taken immense and generous pride in the building. Among City
Records is a foundation permit in
Lawton's name , dated October 9, 1920.
On August 8, 1921, is a permit to build
a "plain veneer dwelling" by the firm
of Hewitt and Brown. The work progressed well since the plaster permit is
dated November 25, 1921.
The Lawton-Quirk house was under
construction at the same time as the
School. According to Lawton, Don
Campbell of the Hewitt firm did
"preliminary sketches and final drawings" for the house, whose detailing ac-

Edwin Hawley Hewitt was born in
1874 in Red Wing and died in 1939 in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He received a
degree from the University of Minnesota in 1896, studied at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, went on to the
Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris, worked for
three and a half years for the firm of
Shepley, Ruben, and Coolidge of
Boston and opened an office in 1904 in
Minneapolis. In 1911, he joined his
brother-in-law in the firm of Hewitt and
Brown. Both had the same first name.
Hewitt should not be confused with
Santa Fe's Edgar Lee Hewett. Edwin
Hawley Hewitt had a very distinguished
career in Minneapolis and received nationwide recognition for his design of
the Bell Telephone building executed in
a handsome Art Deco manner. He also
did the Episcopal Cathedral and the
Methodist Church, next to each other,
in Gothic styles of English source. He
was a most successful architect of what
we would call eclectic architecture of
the twenties and thirties in Minneapolis.
He was an imporant public servant and,
for himself, collected Japanese prints
and Japanese sword guards.
How Hewitt was able to convince the
Wayzata School Board to accept Pueblo
Style for its only building has not been

cords very well with that of the School.
There is no doubt the firm was responsible for the house project and that
Campbell provided the necessary drawings. Lawton complains that he had difficulty with the workmen at the house.
One can sympathize if the plaster of
adobe surfaces is compared to the usual
flat smoothness of the northern finishes.
At any rate, he got what he wanted: the
curved lines and undulating surfaces
that were appropriate to the Pueblo
Style both inside and out.
On the street side of the house an interesting composition of cubic solids is
created through the changes of levels of
the roof lines. To the left, the garage
starts the sequence of three similar
shapes, culminating to the right where
the parapet comb is raised over the entrance. The garage roof is correlated
with the vigas across the rest of the front
making an easy integration. The creek
side of the house is two stories. A porch
is placed off center across the left, ending on the right in a strongly defined
staircase. At the southwest corner of the
second floor are large windows, fully
mullioned but giving the appearance of
having once been an open porch. The
play of levels of the roof lines of the
(Continued on page 4, col. 1) c:r

Socorro - Facts Not Fancy
by Myra Ellen Jenkins and Spencer Wilson
Introduction
This is the history of Socorro, both of
the grant and the town, based on the
known historical records. It is presented to offset the mistakes and myths
which have grown over the decades
largely as a result of lack of research or
the misinterpretation of historical
documents. The story of Socorro is further complicated by the existence of
two completely separate entities of the
grant and the town. Socorro is further
unique in that the grant is administered
by the town council while the two still
remain totally distinct.
The historical materials and documents for this article came from several
sources and from several interested
people. The primary documentary
source for the grant was the State
Records Center and Archives and . the
records were collected, translated and
evaluated by Myra Ellen Jenkins. Dr.
Jenkins is the retired state historian.
One of the other very imporant grant
documents was discovered through the
work of Dr. Marc Simmons who, in a
bit of serendipity, found it while looking for something else. Most of the
materials concerning the incorporation
of the town of Socorro came from
published sources of New Mexico law
and from the Socorro County record
books. Attorneys Timothy W. Cornish
and Neil P. Mertz, both at one time or
another representing the city, opened
their files concerning the incorporation. Spencer Wilson pursued the history of the town in the courthouse
records.

The Grant
At the time of Spanish occupation the
Socorro area was the center of a large
division of Piro-speaking Indians. Colonizer Juan De Onate in 1598 gave the
name Socorro (Succor) to the Piro
Pueblo of Teypana since it supplied his
expedition with much needed corn.
This site was apparently slightly north
of present Socorro.
Conversion of the Piros in the region
first came with Custodian of the Franciscans in New Mexico, Fray Alonso de
Benavides, about 1626, who assigned
Fray Martin de Arvide to the district.
Custodian Fray Estevan de Perea succeeded Benavides in 1629 and assigned
three priests to the area who built the
churches of Nuestra Senora de Pilabo
del Socorro (at or near present Socorro);
San Luis Obispo de Sevilleta (near La
Joya); and San Antonio de Senecu (near
San Antonio).
Few, if any, Spaniards lived in the immediate area of Socorro during this
period. The entire Piro jurisdiction was
under almost constant attack from the
Apaches as the 17th century progressed,
with many pueblos virtually exterminated prior to the Pueblo Revolt of
1680. As a result, the surviving Piros
were much more friendly to the Spaniards at the time of the revolt than were
other pueblo groups. When the settlers
from Rio Abajo region retreated to the
El Paso area in 1680, Lt. General Alonso Garda, Maestre del Campo in
charge, expected to find the Pueblo of
Socorro loyal and intended to fortify it,
leaving the Spanish women and children
there with a garrison to guard against
both the Pueblo rebels and the Apaches
while he took a detachment north to
learn the fate of Governor Otermin and
the Spanish in the Santa Fe and northern
regions. However, when he arrived at
Socorro on August 24, 1680, he found
most of the Indians in a hostile mood
and moved on south, accompanied by
the few Socorro Piros who remained
loyal and afraid to stay behind. He left
the main group at San Cristobal and
marched north, meeting Orerrnln on the
way. By September 7 Oterrnin's group

and the Garcia detachment were "opposite Socorro" (on the east side of the
Rio Grande), where they camped for
two days but did not enter the pueblo.
When Otermln reentered New Mexico in the winter of 1681-1682 in an unsuccessful attempt to reconquer the
province, his forces reached Socorro on
November 28 and found the pueblo entirely deserted. The church and convento had been burned and only the
belfry was standing. Church furnishings
were strewn about the plaza, and several
skeletons were found, all evidence indicating a savage Apache attack. Oterrnin
ordered the pueblo itself burned. From
that date until 1815, when a group of
settlers planned to settle the site of the
old pueblo, there was no occupation of
Socorro.
Diego de Vargas, during his reconnaissance of New Mexico, arrived at the
"uninhabited and ruined Pueblo of
Socorro" on September 2, 1692. On his
return to EI Paso he spent the night of
December 9 at the deserted site and
reported that the walls of the church
were still standing, a statement at variance with that of Otermin some eleven
years earlier.
On November 3, 1777 Governor of
New Mexico Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta reported to Comandante
General of the Provincias Internas
T eodoro de Croix concerning the problems he faced in New Mexico, especially
that of defense against hostile attack.
Stating that the southernmost settlement of the province was Sabinal, he
recommended that the "Old Pueblo of
Socorro" some twelve leagues south of
Sabinal (about 35 miles) be settled by
Spaniards as a buffer against the
Apaches since the region "offers because
of its fertility, convenience for
establishing two hundred families."
None of Mendinueta's proposals were,
however, carried out.
Cornandante General Pedro de Nava,
to whom the governor of New Mexico
was subject, in a long instruction of
January 18, 1800 to Governor Fernando Chacon, insisted upon the necessity
of reestablishing Senecu, Socorro,
Alamillo and Sevilleta so as to shorten
the distance of uninhabited areas between Sabinal and El Paso. Nava
pointed out that, while official instructions issued in 1772 for the reorganization of the frontier, including New
Mexico, had specified that additional
settlements and presidios be established,
nothing had been accomplished. This
was because of the difficulty of getting
residents to settle in the outlying areas
during a period of increased Indian attacks. However, since the population
was increasing and the hostile menace
had abated, he directed Chacon to immediately plan the resettlement of
Socorro. The governor was first to lay
out sufficient land for a church and convento. Obviously, the old mission structure was no longer standing. Chacon
was then to give each household head a
house lot in the settlement, designate
the street pattern, allot the cultivatable
land, and station a detachment of soldiers for the safety of the inhabitants.
Additional assistance was to be given to
the settlers for the first year. The town
was to be known by the name of a titular saint. All these measures taken;
Chacon was to proceed to settle the
other abandoned pueblos.
In his answer on March 31 Chacon
explained that in order to carry out the
mandate he had started with the resettlement of Alamillo, rather than
Socorro, since he had felt it was not
wise to attempt a project so far from
other settlements because of the danger
and because Socorro was on the other

side of the river, which was impossible
to ford during the early spring run-off.
He had then thought to begin with
Sevilleta, but the river had cut into the
old irrigation system there, and it would
take too long to reconstruct the
acequias in time for crops. Hence,
Chacon had started with settling 62
families at Alamillo. However, problems there had immediately arisen. Not
enough landless people had come forth,
and he had had to enter established
villages and recruit their riffraff by
force, including the "gamblers,
adulterers and incorrigibles who go
among the Indians without a license."
He had furnished them with animals
and supplies (for which he hoped he
would be repaid) and had stationed a
detachment of soldiers there because the
Apaches were again menacing the area.
On June 11 the Comandante General
approved the governor's plans to resettle Alamillo first and assured Chacon
that he would send him additional military aid. The governor was to inform
Nava of definite measures taken by
1801 to resettle the other three pueblos
- Socorro, Senecu or Sevilleta. Again
these plans had to be abandoned because of the continuing crisis of Indian
affairs. However, although there was
no civilian settlement at Sevilleta, troops
were regularly stationed at that site
from about 1804 to protect the Camino
Real, and regular barracks were built.
The record of civilian settlement at
Sevilleta actually began about 1815,
and in 1819 a large number of residents
requested and received a land grant to
the village and surrounding areas.
According to the journal of Lieutenant
Zebulon Pike, U.S.A., the New Mexican troops excorting him to Mexico as
a prisoner arrived at the military barracks in Sevilleta March 10, 1806 and

left the next day. Pike noted that this
was the last occupied site north of El
Paso, and, while he described it as a
village, he was clearly describing an
army garrison: "Sibilleta is situated on
the east side [of the Rio Grande] and is a
regular square, appearing like a large
mud wall on the outside, the doors,
windows, etc. facing the square, and is
the neatest and most regular village I
have yet seen; it is governed by a
sergeant at whose quarters I put up.
"11 th March ... The village we staid
at last night being the last, we now
entered the wilderness."
The actual settlement of Socorro on a
permanent basis came during 18151816. The earliest documented information as to its establishment is to be
found in the parish registers of the
Church of Nuestra Senora de Belen. On
February 6, 1815 leading citizens
Miguel Antonio Chaves and Pedro
Bautista Pino wrote to Governor Alberto Maynez on behalf of the Individuals who were planning to
establish "The new settlement of
Socorro" (fa nueva poblacion de
Socorro) and were requesting that a
priest be assigned to administer the area
"from La Joya as far as the said parish
of Belen." On July 4 of the same year
Governor Maynez sent a circular to all
the jurisdictions asking the alcaldes
mayores (chief local officials) to send
him lists of trustworthy citizens who
were in need of land and who had their
own horses and firearms so that they
might be recruited to move into new settlements. Since "the old agricultural
lands of Socorro" were among the most
promising, he stated, a new settlement
in that region should be completed by
the following spring. According to the
Belen baptismal book, the birth of the
(Continued on page 4, col. 1) r::::r

Figure 1. Surveyor General 0/ New Mexico. Case Number 107, State Record Center and Archives.
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MINNESOTA PUEBLO
(Continued)

porch, of the vigas and the double
height at the top makes the water side of
the house more comple x than the street
facade.
The interior has two major public
rooms above each other on the east side
of the building. The upper one is open
directly to the street but an entry area is
made somewhat separate by a short
wall enclosing the stairwell and by a
doorway into the living quarters off to
the left. Most of this wall is occupied by
the large fireplace with exposed chimney and small mantle. The ceiling is
made of rectangular composite beams
resting on corbels. The space between is
closed by plaster with a slight upwards
curve. All the wood, except the hardwood floors, is colored dark mahogany.
The downstairs room, serving variously
as dining or family room, the kitchen
being adjacent, has the same type of
decoration. The ceiling is made of circular logs covered by what seems to be
tongue-and-groove boards, unfinished
and not tightly pushed together.
The house is in beautiful condition
and highly appreciated by the present
owner, who has even placed a print by
R.C. Gorman against the living room
chimney.
C.D.S.

•••
SOCORRO

(Continued)
first child to Socorro residents was
recorded on August 17, 1816. These
records contain continuous records of
baptisms, burials and marriages from
that date until the completion of the
Church of San Miguel at Socorro in
1821.
There is no question but that the
founding families secured a community
grant to establish their settlement in
1815 or early in 1816. The few details,
however, are app arent only from two
genuine documents of 1817 and 1818
filed in the Spanish Archives of New
Mexico which complained of the difficulties the settlers were experiencing in
securing their official grant papers. On
November 17 , 1817 two residents of
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Socorro, Xavier Garda and Anselmo
Tafoya, petitioned Governor Pedro de
Allande that their grant documents be
issued to them. [Figure 1] They stated
that Governor Maynez, predecessor to
Allande, had instructed Alcalde Mayor
of Belen, Bartolome Baca, to grant them
permission to settle, but that Baca had
not delivered their grant documents to
them. A side notation by Allande
ordered the Alcalde of Belen to comply
with the order previously given him
when the "abandoned Pueblo of
Socorro" was settled. Xavier Garda
again petitioned Governor Facundo
Melgardes August 1 of the following
year, on behalf of himself and the seventy settler families, that the actual granting document be given them, stating
that while Alcalde Baca had delivered
the grant to them the year before (obviously the Act of Possession), the certificates and final granting document of
the governor had not been received.
Melgares endorsed their petition on the
margin and referred it to the Alcalde of
Pena Blanca to take appropriate action.
Neither his report nor any other records
concerning the grant were, apparently,
in public custody.
Although more than two years had
passed, the settlers still had no church of
their own nor a priest to administer to
their spiritual needs. By 1821 a new
church, possibly constructed on the site
of the old mission of N uestra Senora de
Pilabo del Socorro, or very close to it,
had been built and a priest assigned to
the new parish of San Miguel de Socorro. The title page to each original
register reads: "Book to be V sed for the
Entries of Baptisms (Burials, Marriages)
Which Begin in this Year of 1821, I Being Minister of this New Parish of San
Miguel de Socorro, The Rev. Fr.
Manuel Martinez." The beginning four
folios of the Book of Baptisms are missing, and the first entry is that of July 12,
1821; the Burial Book is complete, the
first death entered August 6, 1821. Obviously 1821 is the date for the completion of the present San Miguel Church.
On April 15, 1822 the legislative
body, known as the Diputacion Provincial, established the locally elected
governing body, known as an ayuntamienta, for the new settlements of
Socorro, Sevilleta, and Valverde, thus
removing the entire area from the
jurisdiction of the ayuntamiento of
Belen.
V nfortunarely, a fraudulent document, purportedly signed November
30, 1845 by Mexican period Governor
Manuel Armijo, surfaced sometime in
the 1860's. V nder its terms Armijo,
because of the lost 1815-1816 records,
had conceded a regrant to the Town of
Socorro for an area consisting of some
843,259 acres. The paper was a forgery.
In 1875 the Socorro inhabitants petitioned Surveyor-General of New Mex-

ico James K. Proudfit for confirmation
of the Town of Socorro grant based on
the 1817-1818 documents and the spurious Armijo regrant. Although Proudfit
approved the petition on August 28 of
the same year. It was not confirmed by
Congress. A supplemental decision
issued by a later Surveyor-General,
George W. Julian, on August 3, 1886
denied the grant on the basis that the
record did not indicate that the original
granting documents were issued and
that the 1845 document was clearly
fraudulent. Socorro citizens still did not
have clear title to their town and to their
property. The Court of Private Land
Claims was established by Congress in
1891 to adjudicate land grant claims
which had not been settled by the
Surveyor-General and confirmed by
Congress. The town council, represented by the law firm of Catron,
Coons, and Hamilton, filed "Town of
Socorrro vs. the United States" before
the court on May 19, 1892. The petition requested confirmation of a foursquare-league grant for the Town of
Socorro, citing the Nava and Chacon
documents of 1800 and the creation of
an ayuntamiento of 1822 as proof that
a standard Spanish four-square-league
municipal grant had been made. While
admitting that the specific documents
were no longer extant, the brief argued
the case on the grounds that Socorro
wsa in existence at the time of U.S. occupation in 1846 and hence was entitled
to the standard town grant. The Town
of Socorro was approved by the Court
on August 19, but the decree did not
become final until March 21, 1900. In
the meantime, while the litigation was
pending, a Socorro citizen employed
another legal firm which on February
27, 1893 introduced still another suit,
"Eutimio Montoya vs. the United
States" for confirmation of the grant as
claimed on the basis of the Armijo
fraudulent document and rejected by
Julian. This claim also was summarily
rejected by the court.

TO BE CONTINUED:
"The Town" will complete the story of
Socorro - Facts Not Fancy in the next
issue of La Cronica de Nuevo Mexico.
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DIRECTORY ISSUED
The New Mexico Records Center and
Archives is pleased to announce that
the long-awaited New Mexico Directory of Historian and Historical Organizations, compiled and edited by
State Historian Stanley M. Hordes, has
been published and is available for purchase from the Records Center for
$6.75.
Publication of the Directory was
motivated by concerns expressed by
the New Mexico Committee for the
Promotion of History over the need for

greater communication within the
historical community. The Directory
represents an attempt to achieve a comprehensive listing of over 400 individuals and organizations engaged in
historical work in or about New Mexico. It is hoped that the Directory will
be utilized by persons and groups seeking to tap the expertise of historians for
contract work, speaking engagements
or general reference requests. In addition, it should provide historians with
a list of their colleagues in the historical
community who are engaged in similar
or complementary work. It should be
noted that the Directory includes historians throughout the state active in all
fields of history, not only the history
of New Me xico. Conversely, historians
located in areas outside the state whose
work concerns the history of New
Mexico are also listed.
Those interested in purchasing a
copy of the Directory can do so by
sending a check for $6.75 to the New
Mexico Records Center and Archives,
404 Montezuma St., Santa Fe, NM
87503.
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ANOTHER UNSIGNED
MISSIVE
June 1, 1982
Schroeder & Conron
La Cronica de Nuevo Mexico
You gotta understand there ain't
nuthin such as "Nuevo Mexico" in
America. (And, historically, you are incorrect. It was "Nuevo Mejico), But,
not even that, as Mexico Disposed of
The Spaniards In 1821 and they should
have at that time given up the use of the
placename, Mexico, at all.
Surely the writer j ests! The title of the
Society's publication was selected by
Santa Fe's eminent historian-teacher
Pedro Rivera Ortega, most knowledgeable in the proper use of his Spanish
language. Nuevo Mexico (Mejico either is correct) was bestowed on the
northern frontier of the Colonial
Viceroyalty of N ew Spain by Hernan
Gallegos, chronicler of the 1581
Rodriguez-Chamuscado expedition.
There was no entity entitled Mexico
after the viceroyalty broke from Spain
in 1821 and became an independent
nation. At that time only the Spanish
empire "was disposed of," not the
Spaniards of the new republic, including the inhabitants of New Mexico, who now truly became Mexicans
until August 18, 1846 when Bridgadier
General Steph en Watts Kearny at the
head of Th e Army of the West occupied Santa Fe in the name of the
United States.
M.E.].
Note that, although this letter is dated
Jun e 1, 1982, it was postmarked Albuqu erque 16 November 1984.
].P.c.
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